
Gossner Foods, Inc. will expand their
operations with a new cheese pro-

duction plant on J.R. Simplot's former
potato processing site in Burley.  This
new facility will allow Gossner to
expand their Swiss cheese production
capabilities.  Gossner will occupy 40,000
square feet of an existing vacant Simplot
building and will add an additional
50,000 square feet to this space.  Retrofit
on the former building as well as new
construction will begin immediately.
The plant is expected to begin opera-
tions by October 2005.

Headquartered in Logan, Utah,
Gossner Foods is a successful family
business that is one of the largest Swiss
cheese producers in the United States
specializing in Swiss and Muenster
cheeses.  

"Many factors contributed to our
decision to expand our Swiss cheese
operations into Burley," said Gossner
Foods president and chief executive offi-
cer Dolores Wheeler.  "Pre-existing food
processing infrastructure, an excellent
location offering quality milk and a
strong workforce convinced us to estab-

Hilex Poly Company will expand
their operations with a new plant

in Jerome, Idaho.  The Jerome facility
will serve as Hilex's western presence
for the manufacture of plastic T-Shirt
bags. The company is planning to begin
production at this facility in the fourth
quarter of 2004.

Headquartered in
Hartsville, South Carol-
ina, Hilex Poly Company,
LLC, is the largest manufac-
turer of plastic grocery bags
in the United States with
approximately 800 employ-
ees.

"We're excited to be
joining the community
of Jerome.  This new pro-
duction facility will serve as our gate-
way to the West Coast," said Hilex pres-

ident and chief operating officer, Rex
Varn.  "We will be bringing in state-of-
the-art equipment that will provide
new job opportunities to the local
workforce.  We anticipate the Jerome
plant will grow to be one of Hilex's
largest and most profitable facilities."   

Hilex's business plan for the Jerome
facility calls for
three growth
phases over a
three-year peri-
od.  By the end
of 2006, Hilex
plans to be at
full production
capacity at the
Jerome site.
Their initial

investment in equipment will be
approximately $10 million.  
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PARTNERSHIPS PAY OFF

The value of establishing and
building partnerships cannot be
understated, particularly when
looking at the numerous economic
development successes we've had
here in Southern Idaho. 

One of our goals when SIEDO
was established three years ago was
to broaden economic development
efforts by bringing together the
strengths of the many entities
throughout the southern Idaho
region and at the state level.  With
everyone working together as part-
ners under a primary goal, we were
sure our recruitment of new busi-
nesses and support of existing busi-
ness expansions would generate
many successes.  This partnership
has already proved to be very effec-
tive.

Our successful recruitment of
Dell Computers was the first test of
this new local, regional and state
partnership.  SIEDO participated
with the City of Twin Falls,  local
chamber executives and business
representatives, to work in conjunc-
tion with Idaho Commerce & Labor
and even the Governor's office to
secure Dell's decision to come here.
Having a regional organization
already established was vital to this
significant corporate recruitment.  

This strong economic devel-
opment partnership also played a
critical role in bringing WOW
Logistics, Coast-to-Coast and Hilex
Poly.  Time and again, these busi-
nesses have reported that they
found it "easy to do business" with
leaders in our region and at the
state level during their expansion
efforts.  The momentum of this
partnership is well established.
And as it matures over the years,
we anticipate many more economic
development successes for South-
ern Idaho.

Jan Rogers
Executive Director

PLASTIC MANUFACTURER— HILEX POLY — WILL EXPAND 
OPERATIONS TO JEROME
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GOSSNER FOODS, INC. WILL BUILD CHEESE MANUFACTURING
FACILITY IN BURLEY
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lish new operations in Burley rather than
expanding one of our other existing
facilities.  We anticipate the area's quali-
ty milk supply will increase over the
years, providing us with even more
high-end milk for cheese production."

Dave Thomas, CEO and president of
Glanbia Foods Inc. which has cheese
plants in the Magic Valley, was instru-
mental in bringing Gossner here.
Glanbia has been a supplier to Gossner
for many years and Thomas has formed
a close working relationship with
Delores Wheeler at Gossner.  When she
mentioned to Thomas that Gossner was
considering expanding their California
operation, Thomas strongly suggested
that she look at the former Simplot pro-
cessing plant in Burley as a better option.
It turned out that Burley, not California,
was the perfect place for expanding their
business.

With Gossner's plan to take in a mil-
lion pounds of milk a day, 15,000 to
20,000 head of cattle will be required to
produce this much milk.  This will give a
big boost to the local dairy industry and

dairymen who now have the opportuni-
ty to expand their operations.

Gossner's plant, occupying approxi-
mately 15 acres, will initially hire 30-40
employees the first year of operation that
will focus primarily on Swiss cheese.
As operations proceed, production of
Muenster and fresh curd cheese may be
added.  Also, plans for an on-site retail
facility that will sell locally made cheese
as well as Gossner cheese products man-
ufactured in Utah are in their future
plans.

"Dairy and dairy-related products
have always been a primary industry in
Southern Idaho," said Southern Idaho
Economic Development director Jan
Rogers.  "Gossner's decision to establish
a new production facility in the area sup-
ports the long-term impact dairy will
continue to have here. Their presence
will have a positive impact on employ-
ment, economic growth and dairies in
southern Idaho."

Gossner spent nearly $60 million on
milk in 2003, with $25 million credited to
dairies in Eastern Idaho.

Approximately 40 employees will be
hired the first year of operation, grow-
ing to 200 jobs within three years.  The
Jerome plant will operate around the
clock, seven days a week using a 12-
hour shift schedule.  Employees will be
offered good wages and a full line of
employee benefits.

"Our investment in the good jobs
Hilex Poly will bring to southern Idaho
provides yet another example of how
the state of Idaho's business-friendly
attitude helps create work for
Idahoans," Governor Dirk Kempthorne
said.  "The teamwork that helped Hilex

Poly expand is hard for other states to
compete against."

Hilex produces approximately 20
billion T-shirt bags from five plant loca-
tions in Indiana, Pennsylvania, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Texas,
supplying some of the largest compa-
nies in the nation with their products.
Operations include blown film extru-
sion, flexigraphic printing, and convert-
ing of polyethylene film for grocery
bags, retail bags, roll bags, agriculture
mulch film, quick service restaurant
bags and produce bags.

About Us

The Southern Idaho
Economic Development
Organization (SIEDO) was
formed in June 2001 as a joint
venture of public and private
sectors to help diversify and
strengthen the local
economies of Twin Falls,
Jerome and Mini-Cassia.
SIEDO:  Builds support with-
in the community for eco-
nomic development and mar-
keting programs; promotes
retention and expansion of
existing firms; implements a
focused, cost-effective mar-
keting plan to attract new
firms to the southern Idaho
area; and stimulates new
startups.  

SIEDO positions the
southern Idaho area as a
highly desirable location for
corporate executives and site
consultants to consider.  New
businesses will also be
attracted via various market-
ing efforts targeting appro-
priate industries. An easy-to-
use web site incorporating
this new identity —
www.southernidaho.org —
allows anyone interested in
learning about southern
Idaho to access valuable
information quickly and 
easily.  

Visit our web site at
www.southernidaho.org

208-324-7408
Toll free  866-768-8443
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CITY OF BURLEY HIRES BOYER COMPANY TO MANAGE
FORMER SIMPLOT PLANT

The city of Burley has signed a long-term
lease agreement with The Boyer

Company of Salt Lake City to take over man-

agement of Burley-Heyburn Industrial Park
(formerly the J.R. Simplot Plant).  Boyer will
lease the entire facility, excluding the existing

(Gossner Continued)



ethanol plant, from Burley and initiate reno-
vation and redevelopment of the site and its
buildings in order to attract new tenants.  In
turn, Boyer will sublease space to individual
businesses.

Boyer's first order of business will be to
redevelop the 15-acre site where Gossner
Foods announced that they would build a
cheese factory in this Industrial Park.

"We are excited to be joining a team of
partners at the state, regional and local levels
interested in presenting the Burley-Heyburn
Industrial Park to as many companies as pos-
sible to bring new businesses to the area," said
Boyer senior partner Carl Cook.  "Our long-
term vision is to redevelop this facility into an
updated, attractive industrial park that will
bring new jobs and economic benefit to the
region."  

"We selected Boyer to handle all manage-
ment aspects of the Industrial Park because of
their extensive experience in redeveloping,
owning, building and managing commercial

buildings throughout the Intermountain
West," said Burley mayor Jon Anderson.  "We
anticipate that the former Simplot site will
undergo an extreme makeover that will
attract businesses to the new Burley-Heyburn
Industrial Park we never would have thought
possible."

The Boyer Company — one of the largest
developers of commercial real estate in the
Intermountain West — has developed 16 mil-
lion square feet of commercial building space
throughout the Intermountain West, includ-
ing properties in Utah, Idaho, Wyoming,
Arizona, Nevada, Kansas and other states.  

Simplot gifted its 276-acre site located in
Heyburn and Burley — with over 20 build-
ings totaling over 1.1 million square feet — to
the City of Burley in March of this year.  The
site includes a food processing facility, indus-
trial wastewater treatment plant, ethanol
plant, refrigerated storage space, truck repair
shops, general office space and additional
unimproved land. 

Rite Stuff Foods - which specializes in
twice-baked stuffed potatoes, potato

skins and whole baked potatoes for the
food service, retail and restaurant indus-
try - is in the middle of a significant
expansion at their Jerome plant.  New
equipment and new hires will complete
the expansion later this fall.

"Our expansion is well underway and
we continue to bring in new equipment
and hire staff that will increase our pro-
duction capacity by 50 percent over the
next two to three years," said Jim Madden,
operations manager for Rite Stuff.  "This
important expansion will allow us to meet
the product and production needs of our
ever increasing customer base.  We are
poised for positive growth in the future."

Already up and running is a new
quick process freezer added to the three
already there.  The additional freezer will
increase Rite Stuff's capacity to produce
potato skins, twice-baked and whole
baked potatoes for the Asian export mar-
ket.  Also added is a high-efficiency con-
vection oven, doubling their capacity to

bake potato products.  Several new
staffers have been added along with the
new equipment.

Later this fall, the expansion will be
complete with the addition of a new, sec-
ond potato skin scooping line along with
approximately 15 new hires.  In total, 25
new jobs will be added.  

In addition, Rite Stuff is introducing
several new products under various
labels to the food service and retail mar-
ket,  all under the National Harvest label.
In the next few months, customers can
purchase twice baked gourmet potatoes
and filled and fried skin club packs, as
well as a new hash brown product—
Potato Quick — at local retailers’ freezers.
This product will serve as a base for hash
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Did You Know?

Business Plus III - a pri-
vately funded economic devel-
opment organization in south-
ern Idaho - continues to award
grant funds to new businesses
that have expanded operations
in the region.  

Rite Stuff Foods in Jerome
has been awarded $17,500 by
Business Plus III to support the
new jobs that will be created as
a result of their almost-com-
pleted expansion.  The grant
stipulates that Rite Stuff add 25
new employees at wages at
least $7 per hour over the next
two years.  

A second grant was also
recently awarded to Hilex Poly,
the largest manufacturer of
plastic grocery bags in the
United States, who will be
expanding their operations
with a new plant in Jerome.
$200,000 has been awarded to
Hilex Poly for this expansion. 

Fundraising efforts also
continue, securing the account
at over $435,000.  As applica-
tions are submitted by busi-
nesses, the Business Plus III
board reviews each to deter-
mine each candidate's qualifi-
cations for funding.  Over a
five-year period, Business Plus
III hopes to support the cre-
ation of 2,000 new jobs to the
region, add $50 to $100 million
to the region's effective buying
power and add $100 to $200
million in new private invest-
ment through business attraction
and business retention efforts.

For more information or
a funding application,

call 208-324-7408.

RITE STUFF FOODS EXPANDS JEROME FACILITY
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As the demand for more cheese has increased, Glanbia
has expanded their Gooding plant with additional

equipment to boost cheese production.  A second barrel
line is now operating and additional milk is being run
through an ultra filtration system.  As a result of this new
series of systems, cheese production has increased 20 per-
cent.  Glanbia's production levels in Gooding are at 7 mil-
lion pounds of milk per day.  That translates into 100,000
cows producing milk every day of the year.

"Demand for more cheese from our customers contin-
ues to grow, so the expansion at this processing facility had
to be done," said Jeff Williams, chief operating officer with
Glanbia in Twin Falls.  "This expansion will not only allow
us to meet customer needs, but will assure our local milk
suppliers have the opportunity to grow and expand their
own operations."

Also underway in Gooding is construction of a wastew-
ater pre-treatment plant which should be completed by
late summer or early fall of 2005.  "The new plant is
designed to remove more solids in the waste water and
eliminate odors and groundwater contamination,"
Williams explained.

At Glanbia's other Idaho facility in Richfield, a whey
protein product that is low fat and high in protein has been
developed.  The product, Provon, will be marketed to
nutrition companies for use in sports bars and nutrition
drinks.  Another product, TruCal is a powdered milk calci-
um product that can also be put into capsules, drinks or
bars.  Glanbia is working to patent a product that combines
Provon and TruCal that may revolutionize the diet indus-
try with a highly effective, natural appetite suppressant/weight
loss product.
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(Rite Stuff continued)

brown related dishes including potato casserole, potato
soup and hash brown breakfast dishes.  Rite Stuff's cold
pack potato products for Lamb Weston and Simplot will
also be expanding.  

Rite Stuff's expansion made them a candidate for a
Business Plus III grant for $17,500.  The first installment

check for $8,750 was presented to Rite Stuff in May with
the second check for the same amount given within 12
months.  Business Plus III is a regional job-creation and
business expansion program to support the attraction of
new business and the retention/expansion of current busi-
nesses.

GLANBIA COMPLETES EXPANSION


