Renewable Energy

Southern Ildaho is Powering Up With
Renewable Energy

By Lisa Buddecke and Jan Rogers, Southern Idaho Economic Development Organization

outhern Idaho is serious about

renewable energy. Hydro elec-

tricity. Wind energy. Geothermal

heat exchange. Biomass. All
these sectors, with solar production
in the planning stages, find this unique
region of southern Idaho a perfect place
for commercial renewable energy produc-
tion projects. The area boasts an abun-
dance of naturally-rich resources that fuel
renewable energy operations. And more
companies are looking at this region to
tap into its many energy resources and
to take advantage of low energy costs, a
pro-business climate and strong pool of
trained employees.

Conference Brings Green Energy
Experts Together

This past November, Idaho National
Lab, the College of Southern ldaho
(CSl) and Southern Idaho Economic
Development Organization (SIEDO) host-
ed the state’s first Sustainable Energy
Conference. Tours to five green energy
facilities gave attendees private access to
key local projects covering wind, hydro-
electric, geothermal, ethanol and a bio-
mass factory.

In addition, 25 speakers — represent-
ing private industry, utilities, developers,
educators, legal counsel and state/federal
agencies — participated in presentations
and panel discussions providing signif-
icant insight into the many aspects of
Idaho’s growing renewable energy sector.

Sharing their expertise in technology,
markets, energy efficiency, business strat-
egies, training, and policy in all five ener-
gy arenas, speakers gave attendees valu-
able insight into these sectors and specif-
ics on how to capitalize on the resources
and opportunities available in Idaho.

“The Sustainable Energy Conference
2010 was the first opportunity to bring
together experts in many areas to address
federal, state and local issues as well as
area projects that are impacting our econ-
omy,” said Jan Rogers, executive director
of SIEDO. “Our region is unique in that
it currently produces commercial power
in four of the five renewable categories,”
she said.

Powering Up With Wind
Hydroelectric power continues to
be the area’s primary source of energy
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thanks to the massive Snake River that
runs through southern Idaho on its way
north.

Coming up fast as a secondary energy
source is wind. With strong sustained
winds along the Snake River plain,
southern ldaho is one of the windiest
regions in the state and a great spot for
wind developers.

Idaho Wind Partners (IWP) - Idaho’s
largest wind power project — announced
in December the purchase of lots in a
southern Idaho business park to build
a 10,000-square-foot building. The facil-
ity will house IWP’s administration and
maintenance offices to oversee the 11
wind farms being constructed in southern
Idaho.

Mountain Home Wind Farm. College of
Southern ldaho students.

This followed an announcement in July
2010 by GE Energy Financial Services,
an investor in ldaho Wind Partners’
numerous wind farms, valued at nearly
half a billion dollars. GE owns a majority
equity interest in the project, while
developer Exergy Development Group,
Atlantic Power, and manager and operator
Reunion Power own minority interests.

“Through our investment in ldaho’s
largest wind power portfolio, GE Energy
Financial Services is putting millions of
dollars to work to bring jobs and clean
energy to ldaho and help the country
meet growing demand for domestic,
renewable sources of energy,” said Kevin
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Walsh, managing director and head of
Power and Renewable Energy at GE
Energy Financial Services. *

The wind farms, with a total capacity of
183 megawatts, have 20-year agreements
with ldaho Power Company to sell all of
the power they produce. Wind farm con-
struction began in June 2010 and some
are almost completed. 2

Green Collar Jobs

Southern lIdaho’s rapid growth in
renewable energy projects and environ-
mental technology translates into the
need for green collar workers, estimated
to grow in lIdaho by 2,257 over the next 10
years. ldaho is already one of four states
leading the nation in green job growth.
Between 1998 and 2007, state jobs in
wind, solar, biofuel and energy efficiency
grew by 126.1 percent, well above the
state average of 13.8.°

“Thanks to our ideal geography, Idaho
has tremendous wind potential,” said
Dan Olmstead, community relations
with Idaho Power. “Industry growth in
all Idaho renewable energy sectors will
create jobs requiring skilled green collar
workers. Southern ldaho has been well
ahead of the game on green energy edu-
cation and training. This area is primed to
support new projects in all energy areas,”
he said.

The College of Southern Idaho has
been powering up the work force with
education and training in renewable ener-
gy since 1981. College of Southern Idaho’s
Renewable Energy Training Center
provides a comprehensive curriculum
designed to give students the skill sets
necessary to work in any of the renew-
able energy area.

The availability of local projects gives
students the opportunity to get invaluable
hands-on experience outside of the class-
room, critical for gaining skills employers
are looking for.

Southern Idaho is a win-win location
for renewable energy developers and
manufacturers that will have access to a
highly-trained and -skilled workforce for
years to come. C
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