Green Development

Harnessing the Power of Green Energy
in Southern Idaho
By Madeleine Smith, Southern Idaho Economic Development Organization
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A History of Innovation
In 2016, Idaho Power accounted for 47
independent solar and wind projects that
produced a current total of more than
1,000 megawatts (MW). The company’s
dedication to sustainability in the region
has resulted in a 28 percent drop in
carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions since
2005.
Idaho Power partners with its
customers to deliver cutting-edge
solutions and energy efficiency programs
to help customers save energy and money.
In fact, a recent solar project by Idaho
Power was the first of its kind in the state
and possibly the nation. Rural farm and
ranching customers living at the end
of a power line were experiencing lowvoltage issues. Rather than extend the
power line, which would accrue significant
cost and labor, Idaho Power installed
solar panels to generate power locally to
maintain voltage more efficiently and cost
effectively.
I n a d d i t i o n t o I d a h o P o w e r ’s
sustainability efforts, Southern Idaho has
had innovation and renewable energy
top of mind for decades. Since 1981,
the College of Southern Idaho’s (CSI)
Renewable Energy Training Center has
implemented education and training
programs for a strong renewable energy
workforce in the region.
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