Food Production & Processing

Southern Idaho’s Agribusiness Advantage:
The Right People, Location and Product
By Madeleine Smith, Southern Idaho Economic Development Organization
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The Right Product. With a dedicated
workforce and ideal location, Southern
Idaho’s agricultural opportunities are
abundant. The region is proudly dubbed
“America’s Most Diverse Food Basket,”
and it’s not hard to see why when taking
a look at its output. Nationally, Southern
Idaho ranks top of the list for a variety of
cross-industry foods, including:
• #1 in commercial trout and potatoes
• #2 in barley and sugar beats
• #3 in cheese and milk
• #4 in dry edible beans
• #5 in spring wheat
This diverse food production
output has created an environment
with a wide range of products and
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